
Land Management Goals
Maintain and improve the ecosystem at
Brenton Slough to ensure it will host native
plants and animals for generations to come.
Facilitate public access to Brenton Slough in
order to cultivate love of nature and educate
on the vital importance of wild spaces.

Strategic Approach
Lead preservation, restoration, and public
access efforts carefully and thoughtfully,
keeping protection of the land and ecosystem
as priority #1.
Identify partner organizations and individuals
who can bring expertise and unique
perspectives to our work in monitoring and
managing Brenton Slough.
Focus on facilitating recreation that is non-
disruptive and low-impact.

Polk County Conservation’s extensive experience in natural resources stewardship, outdoor
recreation, and environmental education makes the organization well-positioned to manage the vast
1,113-acre Brenton Slough. This landscape, because of its single-family history of ownership and their
love of the land, has likely benefited from a greater history of protection and stewardship than any
Polk County Conservation holding. The possibilities this creates for healthy ecosystems and thriving
flora and fauna is thrilling. 
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Brenton Slough and its associated land
holdings have been stewarded by the
Brenton family for generations. In
recent years, the family began the
process of considering long-term
options for this land. Encroaching
development and other factors
hastened this process, and in the
summer of 2023 Iowa Natural Heritage
Foundation purchased 1,113 acres of
land from the family. Over the course of
three years and thanks to many donors,
Polk County Conservation became the
landowner of the wildlife area. These
two organizations and many of the
Brenton family members have keen
interest in the ecological, cultural and
historical features of this unique
landscape. The collective desire is to see
this space preserved and enhanced in
the face of impending changes in land
use surrounding the park.

background



Ecological Research – There are incredible opportunities for
research at Brenton Slough because of its size, diversity, and land
features. There are also many uncommon and charismatic species
of wildlife including Blanding’s turtles, sandhill cranes, river otters,
and bobcats. Knowing this, Polk County Conservation has already
commissioned extensive floristic surveys of Brenton Slough over the
next three years through Drake University. In addition, the
organization plans on expanding its existing relationships with a
number of academic institutions (Drake University, Iowa State
University, University of Iowa, Simpson College, and Central
College) to conduct research on the plant and animal life, water
quality, and other topics at Brenton Slough. Examples include the
impact of oak savanna restoration on woodland birds, the impact
of natural lands on water quality, and the impact of nitrogen outfall
on prairie species diversity.

Prairie Restoration – To restore the prairies at Brenton Slough
staff will plant native ecotypes (plant varieties uniquely adapted to
a place). Natural resource technicians will strive to acquire grass
and flower seeds that can reproduce at a spacing and frequency
that is close to what is expected for the region. In some cases, the
seed will even be harvested from Brenton Slough for planting in
subsequent seasons. This harvesting and re-sowing effort results in
ecosystems that mimic what was on the landscape historically, and
hence often creates multiple unique seed mixes for a single
restoration site.

Oak Savanna Restoration – Oak savanna, once prolific in Iowa, is
a globally imperiled ecosystem. Brenton Slough’s timber stands full
of mature oak trees offer an excellent opportunity for Polk County
Conservation to restore such an ecosystem. With the organization’s
significant investments in related equipment, labor, and training,
staff is successfully restoring oak savanna at places like Chichaqua
Bottoms Greenbelt. Polk County Conservation will transfer this
knowledge and experience to Brenton Slough. Staff will clear out
invasive species and open the tree canopy to let sunlight filter to
the ground; practices proven to promote oak generation.

focus areas



Wetland Creation and Restoration – Much of the land within
Brenton Slough was historically a prairie-wetland complex. What
was once a hindrance to settlement and agriculture has become a
paradise for wildlife as wetlands are restored. Polk County
Conservation will identify and restore wetlands in land currently
farmed at Brenton Slough. Additionally, staff will remediate prior
changes in existing wetland features (sloughs, oxbows, etc.) that
may be negatively influencing hydrology and associated function.
Polk County Conservation will strive to make improvements that
are economically and ecologically feasible so that Brenton Slough’s
wetlands will continue to be a haven for water-loving plants and
animals.

Hiking Trails – Polk County Conservation will set a system of soft-
surface nature trails throughout Brenton Slough to promote
exploration of nature and healthy outdoor recreation. Trails that
weave in and out of prairies, wetlands, and oak savanna will be
ecologically sound and sensitive to wildlife needs, while providing
the public tremendous nature experiences. In the winter,
opportunities for cross-county skiing and snowshoeing will abound.
The organization will construct a few small parking areas and
trailheads to facilitate access.

Recreation Trail – Constructing a recreation trail through Brenton
Slough is a very exciting prospect. This trail connection will benefit
the communities of Grimes and Granger, and create the
opportunity for future connections to Jester Park and Johnston.
Many routes have been reviewed to connect these communities,
but none will offer the natural beauty and connection to the wild
places, as a trail through Brenton Slough. The ideal trail alignment
through the property will utilize the remnant railroad bed including
the intact former railroad bridges over the slough. Assuming safety
and ecological compatibility, these bridges will be restored to
function as not only a bike trail, but also a platform for people to
view wildlife with minimal impact to the land and animals.



Sept 1  - Feb 28  st th

Archery and shot shell only. Non-toxic shot only.
This allows most forms of upland, small game, migratory
bird hunting and trapping. 
Deer season is limited to archery only during early and late
season. 

Hunting – Fishing and hunting have long been the backbone of the
conservation movement. By default, all Polk County Conservation
lands are open to hunting and fishing unless there are specific
restrictions. At Brenton Slough, hunting will be allowed with the
following conditions:

Polk County Conservation will work diligently to protect Brenton Slough and bring community
members closer to nature. As the aforementioned focus areas and related projects are addressed,
they will be handled in a way that minimizes impact to the desirable
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No Hunting Zones:
Areas within 200 yards of a residence may not be hunted upon.
Proposed paved recreation trail corridor: When constructed, hunting will be prohibited within
75 yards from the trail’s edge. Soft trails will be exempt from this restriction and posted during
hunting season.

natural features of Brenton Slough. It should also be noted that Polk
County policy requires a professional survey for archaeological and
historical features be conducted to determine the impact of any
potential projects. Polk County Conservation will do whatever is
necessary, including adjusting plans and focus areas, to avoid altering or
harming any such features that are found. 

March 1  - August 31st st

Archery only. 
This will allow for spring turkey hunting utilizing archery legal means of take only, and will limit
spring snow goose season. 
This allows pursuit of the most common spring hunting in the area (turkey) while protecting
the biological and social needs of the wildlife area. 

The above regulations maximize the hunting footprint in the fall and winter, while addressing some
safety concerns. The parameters will keep the wildlife area well-used in the spring with migratory and
nesting birds, allowing for compatible use between turkey hunters, birders, and hikers. It will also allow
Polk County Conservation to keep public hunting at Brenton Slough indefinitely, even as cities annex
and neighborhoods develop around the park. 

Late muzzleloader season is limited to crossbow only as allowed by the DNR.
Shotgun slugs, state legal deer rifles, and muzzleloaders are not allowed for deer or predator
hunting. 
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