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Chief Financial Officer

An investment in Iowa

“

Ten years ago,
Iowans voted
to establish the
Natural Resources and
Outdoor Recreation
Trust. Funding that
trust is no small
investment, but I
believe it’s one we need
to make. We were given JOE Mc GOVERN
President
this beautiful land to
work but also to keep.
And preserving what we’ve been given must be
a responsibility of all Iowans.”
When Governor Kim Reynolds said those
words in her Condition of the State Address
on Jan. 14, I didn’t realize how much I had
been waiting to hear them. For more than a
decade, INHF, its supporters and partners have
been working to fund the Trust, and this was
the first time a governor had made funding
the Trust a priority when laying out their
legislative agenda. I want to thank Governor
Reynolds for her leadership on the issue, for
her vision for cleaner water, healthier land and
expanded outdoor recreation opportunities
that enhance the quality of life in Iowa.
As we enter a new decade, INHF will
continue to work hard to protect and restore
our land, water and wildlife. As Iowans, we
have the opportunity to redefine conservation
funding and how we value the natural
world around us. How we treat the land is

a reflection of how we treat ourselves and
each other. This investment, almost $200
million per year that will go toward natural
resources and outdoor recreation in Iowa, is
an investment in all Iowans — including the
leaved, winged and finned variety — and a
hopeful vision for the future.
I am grateful to those who have advocated
for the Trust Fund for so long. There is reason
to hope, but also much work to do. We need
to continue to tell our legislators that funding
the Trust is important to us. The sales tax
increase that will fund the Trust is likely to be
part of a larger proposed tax reform package,
which the legislature will debate throughout
this winter and spring’s legislative session.
While tax policy can change based on the
desires of the legislative body from year to
year, the Trust Fund is protected by the Iowa
Constitution. Once funded, the Trust Fund will
provide the permanent, reliable, substantial
funding that is needed to protect our natural
resources and provide Iowans with more
opportunities for outdoor recreation.
Most importantly, thank you! Your support
and partnership makes our work possible.
Together, we are making a difference that will
have a profound positive impact on people’s
lives today and for many decades to come.

Iowa Natural Heritage
Foundation supporters,
staff and interns recently
did a guided winter hike at
Snyder Heritage Farm, a
154-acre natural area just
north of the Des Moines
metro that is owned
and managed by INHF.
Part of INHF’s mission
to protect and restore
Iowa’s land, water and
wildlife includes helping
people make connections
with nature. Funding the
Natural Resources and
Outdoor Recreation Trust
Fund would create more
opportunities for people to
get outdoors in Iowa. Photo
by Genna Clemen, INHF

inhf.org
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THROUGH YOUR LENS

“Snow was falling
so much like stars
filling the dark
trees that one could
easily imagine its
reason for being
was nothing more
than prettiness.”
– Mary Oliver
As a lover of nature, I wish that I
could say I appreciate all seasons the
same. However, as the temperature
begins to fall, I feel my mood shift
and immediately begin to dread the
coming winter. It’s odd, the way I have
created such a negative narrative over
something I have no control over.
This sentiment from Mary Oliver
came across my newsfeed one day and
made me wonder how I would feel if I
viewed winter in a similar way. Perhaps
conversations with my neighbor
should ring less about how low the
temperature is outdoors and more
about the way the sunset looks on my
way home, or how the ice makes each
individual tree branch shine.
The resilience of our landscapes is
powerful. The hibernating animals,
the frozen ground, the snowy branches
all embrace the winter without
complaint. I take note of this and hope
I can weather each season with the
same grace that nature does.
— GEN N A C L E M E N

Communications Assistant
Ice coats the still hanging leaves of a hickory tree on INHF’s
Mathes property in Marion County. Photo by Genna Clemen
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FIELD NOTES

FIELD

VOLUNTEER
WRAP-UP
INHF volunteers had a record-breaking year
in 2019. With 30 different events or projects,
736 volunteers contributed 2,258 hours —
more than ever before and the equivalent of
one full-time staff person for an entire year!
Thirteen people — more than twice as many
as in 2018 — now commit to a year of volunteer
land stewardship as Land Ambassadors,
complementing INHF’s stewardship staff by
caring for an INHF-owned property.
“I had tears in my eyes driving home
because you are all just such wonderful
human beings,” said Emily Feekes, an INHF
volunteer who helped at the Central Iowa
40th anniversary celebration in June. “(I am)
so thankful for this organization’s mission
and passion. There is no organization I enjoy
spending time with as much as INHF!”
To learn about volunteering with INHF in
2020, contact Volunteer Coordinator Melanie
Schmidt at mschmidt@inhf.org.

QUARTERLY
UPCOMING

E VE NTS
FE B 15

Winter Workday
at Breen Prairie

Breen Prairie
Monticello, IA
Curb your cabin
fever with a morning
outdoors! Volunteers
will remove invasive
brush from Breen
Prairie. We’ll end
the day with warm
beverages.
RSVP at inhf.org

MAR. 21

Save the Date!

Volunteer Spring
Kickoff

Locations vary
Mark the beginning of
spring with INHF by
getting outdoors and
lending a hand on the
land at one of several
volunteer kickoff
events being held
across the state.
Event locations
and volunteer
activities TBA.

MAY 9

New book celebrates 100 years of Iowa State Parks
“Parks are so deeply ingrained in our
contemporary landscape that we seldom
question their origins; they are just there.
But when we are inside public parks, we
recognize their value as outdoor spaces freely
available for recreation, exploration, and
contemplation. It was this sense of the value
of conserving public lands that compelled a
group of Iowans to call for a system of state
parks more than a century ago.”
So writes editor Rebecca Conard in the
new book, “Iowa State Parks: A Century
of Stewardship, 1920-2020.” The book,
published by the Iowa Parks Foundation and
University of Iowa Press, is being released in
conjunction with the Iowa DNR’s Parks 2020
centennial celebration.
INHF has been proud to help establish and
expand dozens of the state parks, preserves,
recreation areas and forests featured in this

6
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book of stirring photo essays by Iowa writers
and photographers. A historical overview sets
the stage, followed by essays on the key aspects
of today’s Iowa State Parks system. The books,
which will retail for $30, can be pre-ordered
now and will be available March 1. Find out
more at uipress.uiowa.edu.

OTES

Save the Date!

Into the Wild, Out
with the Mustard
Heritage Valley,
Waukon, IA
Join INHF for a day
of woodland hiking
and invasive species
removal. Families
are welcome. RSVP
requested.

JULY 20-22

Save the Date!

North American
Prairie Conference
Altoona
Join prairie enthusiasts
and scholars to learn
about Iowa’s native
grassland.

For more
information, and
more upcoming
events, visit
www.inhf.org.

PR OTEC TION R EPORT

An quick look at new INHF protection projects and land
transferred between October 2019–November 2019.

Newly protected areas
Brooks Golf Course
225-acre conservation easement on Brooks
Golf course. Situated within Okoboji city
limits, protection of the course will preserve
green space and present expanded outdoor
recreation opportunities in an otherwise
densely populated area of the Iowa Great
Lakes. Dickinson County Conservation Board
(DCCB) purchased the property with funds from
an anonymous donor with the understanding
that DCCB would place a conservation
easement on the land to protect it from
future residential development in perpetuity.
(Conservation easement held by INHF).

Codfish Hollow Hill Prairie
60-acre conservation easement east of
Maquoketa. Includes remnant and restored
hilltop prairies and wooded valleys that are
home to an outstanding diversity of species.
Protects native habitat, open space and scenic
beauty. (Donated by Ray and Patti Hamilton)
*Read more about this project on page 12.

Dickinson County
20 acres of wetland near the Kenue Art
Center and Dickinson County Nature Center.
Protects water quality, wildlife habitat and
outdoor recreation opportunities, and
expands protected land in the heart of the
Iowa Great Lakes. (Portion of land value
donated by the Okoboji Foundation. Will be
owned and managed by Dickinson County
Conservation Board)

*WMA stands for Wildlife Management Area

Jasper County
156 acres along the Skunk River adjacent
to Chichaqua Bottoms Greenbelt in Jasper
County. Lies within the Chichaqua-Neal Smith
Bird Conservation Area and protects habitat for
species including trumpeter swans, wood ducks
and sedge wrens. (Will be owned and managed
by Jasper County Conservation Board)

Kent Park Addition

20 acres near the headwaters of the Kent
Park Lake near Coralville in Johnson County.
Restoration of this property supports a recent
2-year multimillion-dollar renovation of the lake
to address water quality issues. This property’s
key position in the watershed will help protect
water quality. (Will be owned and managed by
Johnson County Conservation Board)

Raccoon River Valley Trail and
High Trestle Trail Link
Quarter mile of corridor near Woodward that
will help link the Raccoon River Valley Trail
and the High Trestle Trail. (Will be owned and
managed by Dallas County Conservation)

Wright County

132 acres of woodland along the west branch
of the Iowa River near Belmond. Protects the
river corridor and provides wildlife habitat
in an area with very little woodland. (Will
be owned and managed by Wright County
Conservation Board)

Land transfers to public
partners
Copeland Bend WMA
100 acres of wetland and grassland along
the Missouri River in Fremont County. Helps
create a complex of protected land along
the river corridor and enhances waterfowl
migration habitat in the floodplain. (Owned
and managed by the Iowa DNR)

Heritage Hills WMA Addition 1
86 acres of grassland, wooded ridges and
valleys in Clarke County. Protects wildlife
habitat and expands outdoor recreation
opportunities. This is the fifth tract transferred
in this 598-acre unit of Heritage Hills WMA.
(Owned and managed by the Iowa DNR)

Heritage Hills WMA Addition 2
120 acres along Squaw Creek in Warren
County. Once restored, the land will provide
excellent wildlife habitat and numerous
outdoor recreation opportunities. This is the
third tract transferred in this 704-acre unit of
Heritage Hills WMA. (Owned and managed by
the Iowa DNR)

Lansing WMA Addition
197 acres of wooded bluffland overlooking
the Mississippi River in Allamakee County.
Protects scenic beauty, open space and
wildlife habitat, and expands protection along
the river corridor. (Owned and managed by
the Iowa DNR)

Blackburn family donates
land in Loess Hills

Comprised of 151 acres in Fremont
County, the newly created Blackburn
Wildlife Management Area and
Blackburn State Park, a unit of
Waubonsie State Park, will provide a
place for conservation and community
in the Loess Hills.
The property was donated to the
Iowa Department of Natural Resources
(DNR) by William (Bill) and Sara
Blackburn of Long Grove, Illinois. Bill,
who has roots in southwest Iowa, and
Sara purchased the land in 2003, and
the family began extensive restoration
of the property shortly thereafter.
They removed invasive species,
planted 35 acres of local ecotype prairie

and installed hiking trails, roads, an
open-air picnic shelter, performance
pavilion, boardwalk, viewing platform
and, with INHF’s help, a pit latrine.
Over the years, the property has played
host to a biennial music festival,
benefit concerts, weddings, graduation
parties and become a popular place to
explore the Loess Hills.
“For years INHF helped Bill explore
ways that this special place could
be permanently protected, so it is
exciting to see this happen,” INHF
Vice President Anita O’Gara said.
“We are continually inspired by the
Blackburns’ deep commitment to this
vision for the land and the future.”
inhf.org
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While the future of this place will differ from
its past as its days as a camp come to an end, it
will remain a place for wild things, available to
those who seek to know nature.

A blank place

Protecting the natural wonder of the former central Iowa 4-H camp
BY KAT Y H E GG E N

Communications Specialist | kheggen@inhf.org

Central Iowa
4-H Camp
Boone County

LAND: 1,011 acres of
quality woodland and
wildlife habitat
SPECIAL FEATURES:
Views of the Des
Moines River, low-impact
recreation, diverse
bird populations
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oodland cloaked hills and valleys
are awash with native flora and
fauna. More than a dozen miles
of hiking trails wind past stunning scenic
overlooks and sacred spaces. Prairies of native
grasses, forbs and wildflowers offer a glimpse
into Iowa’s past and nature’s resilience.
This place, the former 4-H camp near
Madrid, stretches 1,011 acres along the Des
Moines River valley, offering a sense of wildness
in the heart of central Iowa unlike any other.
The camp, first known as the Iowa 4-H
Center and more recently as Clover Woods
Camp and Retreat Center, was split into 12
parcels and offered for sale by the Iowa 4-H
Foundation in late September, citing declining
WI NT E R 2020

attendance and a desire to support other 4-H
programs around the state. Many worried
about what would become of the natural
wonders here and whether the trees keeping
watch from the ridgeline would be replaced by
towering timbers of another kind.
It was with these outstanding natural
features in mind that Iowa Natural Heritage
Foundation (INHF) made an offer on the entire
camp. The offer was accepted by the Iowa 4-H
Foundation, and INHF took possession of the
property at the beginning of 2020.
The vision for the former 4-H camp
continues to take shape, informed by ongoing
discussions with public and private partners
and those who know the property intimately.

Established in 1952, the Iowa 4-H Center
was created to offer outdoor education
opportunities to 4-H’ers across the state.
Ginger Soelberg, who attended the camp in the
early 1950s, was among the first campers to
explore under the ancient oaks.
“The camp was very new. We slept in tents
with wooden floors, ate our meals and did our
dishes outdoors,” Soelberg said. “It was not
nearly as structured as many camps are now.
We had a lot of free time and spent our days
hiking and discovering the outdoors.”
The lay of the land has changed significantly
since then. Cabins replaced tent platforms,
and meals moved indoors to a central dining
hall. Lodges, educational and office spaces
rounded out administrative resources. Youth
Conservation Corp crews built trails, bridges
and constructed scenic overlooks offering new
ways to explore.
Over the years, program offerings evolved as
well, expanding to include day and overnight
opportunities, conferences, workshops,
retreats and summer camps open to all. Early
on, these expanded offerings responded to
opportunities. More recently, they reflected
challenges felt at many camps across the
country as enrollment in traditional summer
camps declined.
Through the years and the changes, nature
remained at the heart of the camp’s programs
and people’s interactions with this place.
“‘To those devoid of imagination, a blank
place on the map is a useless waste; to others,
the most valuable part,’” said Jim Pease
paraphrasing Aldo Leopold. Pease, a leader
in Iowa’s conservation community, taught
interpretation at Iowa State University (ISU) for
more than 20 years and ran the 4-H camp in
the 1980s through his role with ISU Extension.
“This was one of those amazing ‘blank places.’
We tried to create experiences that were both
in and about a wild place.”
“We really wanted to develop an experience

that was attune to teaching how natural
resources work and affect our lives,” said Judy
Levings, a former county conservation board
naturalist who succeeded Pease, overseeing
the camp from 1988-1998. She later became
the assistant director of Iowa 4-H. “If kids
understood nature, they could make better
decisions about how to use those resources,
and influence others to do the same.”

Endless wonder

One would be hard pressed to find another
setting more perfectly suited to provide the
type of educational outdoor experiences Pease,
Levings and their colleagues sought to create.
The former camp is home to an astounding
mix of native and reconstructed habitats, as
well as cultural resources that remain sacred to
Native American nations for whom this river
valley was — and still is — home.
High quality oak-hickory woodlands
blanket the bulk of the property, stretching
out over the landscape before cascading down
steep hills to the river valley below. It was
on these ridges Native Americans laid their
loved ones to rest, the mounds they built a
reminder of their deep reverence for this place.
Pockets of remnant prairie are tucked into the
woodland, and reconstructed prairies welcome
all those who approach the camp entrance
from Peach Avenue.
Nestled into these landscapes are native
plant and animal communities. Each spring,
ephemeral wildflowers carpet the forest
floor, signaling winter’s end. In autumn, deer,
pheasants, wild turkeys and the occasional
bobcat make their way through the tallgrass,
the morning sun gilding the blades in shades
of auburn and gold.

PROTECT

INHF is currently
accepting donations for
this project.
Visit www.inhf.org/
centraliowa4hcamp
to make a gift.

EXPLORE

INHF plans to host several
events inviting people
to come experience this
place for themselves
in 2020. Opportunities
will be posted as they
become available at
inhf.org/events.

The property includes
a mix of oak-hickory
woodland, remnant
and reconstructed
prairies. Photo by
Genna Clemen,
INHF

Ledges State Park
3 miles

“I remember seeing pelicans coming
in very low,” Levings said. “I stopped
what we were doing had everyone lay
down in the prairie and look up. After
that, I told my staff whatever you’re
doing, if nature offers something
better, do that. Those are the
experiences they’ll remember.”
The Saylorville Wildlife Management
Area straddles the Des Moines River to the
west of the property. The Iowa Arboretum
neighbors the north end. Together, the

Remnant and reconstructed
prairie offer a glimpse into
Iowa’s prairie past and
nature’s persistence.

Ames
20 miles

De

s

three properties create a nearly 12,000-acre
corridor of protected land.
“INHF’s protection of this place allows us
to look forward, create new visions and
explore new ideas. It will involve change,
it won’t be the same, but it will still be a wild
place,” Pease said.

Golden age

Shaped by this land and their time together
on it, many former campers, counselors and
staff have gone on to careers in conservation,
outdoor education, guiding and outfitting,
becoming leaders in their field.
“Working at the camp was eye-opening for
me as far as what I wanted with the rest of my
life,” said Jerry Keys, who worked at the camp
in the 80s while he was a student at ISU.
Keys, an animal ecology major, had plans to
study population statistics. That summer he
realized his true passion was in environmental
education, a path Keys, who is now the
environmental education coordinator with
Story County Conservation Board, pursued.
The experience had a similar effect on Patti
Petersen-Keys, also a student at Iowa State
University, now the environmental education
coordinator at Polk County Conservation. It
also altered her connection to the outdoors.
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The long view

Restored wetlands offer
wildlife habitat and
water quality benefits.

An assortment of
wildlife including
bobcat, deer
and diverse bird
populations call
this nearly 12,000acre corridor of
protected land
home.

M

oi

ne

Saylorville
WMA
s

Ri

Richardson’s Creek,
a tributary of the Des
Moines River, cuts
through the property.

ve

r

“It introduced me to a lot of outdoor skill
education and outdoor recreation. I didn’t
grow up doing a lot of outdoor activities. I
didn’t camp, it was the first time I’d ever gone
backpacking, I’m not sure if I’d even been
canoeing before. So for me, that changed
everything,” Petersen-Keys said.
But neither could have anticipated the
impact that summer spent outdoors would
have on their personal lives. Though the two
had met at ISU, it was at the camp that they
began dating and fell in love, later marrying.
Darrin Siefken worked at the camp that
same summer. It seems fitting that Siefken,
now the owner of CrawDaddy Outdoors, an
outfitter in Waverly specializing in all things
paddling, was one of the go-to’s when it came
time to back the trailer carrying the canoes
down to the launch.

Burial mounds remain
sacred to the Native
American nations for
which this river valley
was – and still is – home.

High Trestle
Trail Bridge
3.5 miles

Over a dozen miles
of hiking trails wind
through the property.

“I spent a lot of time on
and driving down to the river that
summer,” said Siefken, who was the
ISU Extension director in Bremer
County and a naturalist with Bremer
County Conservation before launching
CrawDaddy Outdoors.
It was through the camp Siefken
acquired experience that would serve him
well in these roles. But he took much more
away from that summer than career skills
and a mastery of tricky curves.
“The summer that I worked there we
had what I consider to be a pretty special
group of people,” Siefken said. “The vast
majority of those people went on to careers
in the natural resources field.”
Keys, Petersen-Keys and Siefken all
remember that summer not only as a time
of personal and professional growth, but
as the beginning of lifelong friendships.
“I still call it the golden summer,” Keys
said. “It was just a magical time.”

Taking on a project of this scope is no
small feat. The logistical hurdles are many,
the possibilities endless and thoughts on
the best course forward abundant. But past
experience has taught us that the most
complex projects are often some of the most
rewarding and worthwhile.
“You don’t get an opportunity to protect a
place like this very often,” INHF President Joe
McGovern said. “It’s a heavy lift, but this is
precisely the type of project INHF was created
to take on. Thousands of people have come
here to enjoy and learn about nature, and
we’re excited that people will still be able to
experience this place that has meant so much
to so many people.”
Campfires, night hikes and canoe trips
will always be a part of the history of this
place. But in its purest form, people’s
affection for this property is not rooted in
the experiences themselves, but rather, what
they took away from them.
“When people experience wild places
together they form a special connection. It’s
those connections that make the place special,”
Pease said.
Perhaps this was — and continues to be
— what moves so many people to reach out
to INHF to share their love for this land, their
hope that INHF would permanently protect it
and their relief when the announcement was
made it would.
The Iowa 4-H Center was created to offer
people an opportunity to experience Iowa’s
outdoors. To provide a sense of wildness that
made you feel far from home and at once at
home in nature.
Perhaps the point of visiting this place and
places like it is not to forget you’re in Iowa, but
rather, to be reminded of it. To remember that
‘blank places’ like this still exist here. Akin to
finding a four-leaf clover: rare, thrilling and
full of possibilities stretching out like the first
day of a seemingly endless, golden summer.
inhf.org
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WORK OF A

LIFE TIME

BY KAT Y H E GG E N

Communications Specialist | kheggen@inhf.org

G

ood things come to those
who wait. Better things
come to those who go in
search of them. Such seems to be the
case for Ray and Patti Hamilton.
It was in this way that the couple
found and fell in love with Codfish
Hollow Hill Prairie, 60 acres of
remnant and reconstructed prairiecovered hills and wooded valleys east
of Maquoketa in Jackson County.
The Hamiltons have spent the
last 35 years slowly restoring,
reconstructing and stewarding what
Ray now refers to as his “flagship
prairie.” Over the years, they have
formed an intimate relationship
with this place and several other
special spots on the eastern side
of the state. These experiences
led them to empower others to
rediscover remnants on their own
land and connect prairie enthusiasts
across Iowa.
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A discovery

Ray, a lifelong outdoorsman and
physician, first became interested in
seeking out high quality native habitat
sites shortly after he and Patti moved
their young family to Maquoketa.
“There’s a lot of native vegetation
in that area and at the time, no one
was doing much of that,” he said.
“The topography is really unique, it
(the habitat) is extremely diverse.
There were a lot of opportunities for
finding special native spots.”
Recognizing a need to learn more
about prairie, Ray and Patti sought
out the expertise of ecologists,
conservationists and fellow prairie
enthusiasts. They visited prairies
in western Iowa’s Loess Hills and
northern Iowa’s prairie pothole region
and other parts of the state. Often
they did so in the company of prairie
experts from academia, land trusts
and conservation agencies.

Pam Ohnemus, a Davenport-based painter and
prairie advocate, captures the magic of Codfish
Hollow Hill Prairie in her painting, Codfish Hollow.

“We met a lot of smart, passionate
people and learned from them on
those field trips. It was very powerful,”
Ray said.
Equipped with this recently acquired
knowledge, inspiration, and insights
from local landowners, Ray and Patti
set out in search of overlooked or
forgotten native prairies.
It wasn’t long before they found
themselves driving down a gravel
road, scanning the landscape for signs
of remnants, when they spotted some
native vegetation on the roadside.
The site was promising, so Ray and
Patti decided to see what else they
could learn about the area. When
they returned in July with the owner’s
permission to do some exploring,
they caught a glimpse of yellow
through the adjacent wooded valley.
“We set off through the field, down

into the valley and came up on an
open spot filled with compass plants
and coneflowers. It was magical. We
were just entranced,” Ray said. From
there, they continued to the next
neighboring valley, and the next, each
time surfacing in a sea of wildflowers.
“It was like finding a lost
civilization,” he said.
Ray and Patti purchased the
property, now known as Codfish
Hollow Hill Prairie, in 1984. Their
first priority was to protect its twelve
remnant prairies. The second was to
reconstruct the prairie between them
using locally sourced native prairie
seed, reconnecting the remnants and
creating a buffer between them and
the surrounding crop ground.
“We decided early on that we
wanted this place to be a genetic
preserve for local prairie species in
peril,” Ray said. “By this time, I had
been looking all throughout the
county and had identified about
a dozen little spots of high quality
native prairie. They were all sort of
independent, difficult to get to spots
that were otherwise unprotected.
With landowners’ permission,
we hand picked the seed for the
reconstructed part of the prairie from
those spots.”
The result is a blend of remnant
and reconstructed prairie that
includes over 100 native prairie
species, among them one of the
northern most native populations
of Purple coneflower. This diversity
supports an astounding array of
wildlife including the rare Leonard’s
Skipper butterfly and several Species
of Greatest Conservation Need.
“You can just feel Ray and
Patti’s passion for this place,” INHF
Conservation Easement Specialist
Tylar Samuels said. “They’ve really
invested themselves in the land, and
it shows.”

Seeding connections

In their quest to learn about and
locate native sites, Ray and Patti met
leaders in Iowa’s prairie movement as
well as local landowners. It was through
these relationships they learned about
a 34-acre remnant prairie in Jones
County and a 29-acre fen (a rare type of
wetland) in Fayette County.
They ultimately purchased, restored
and protected both properties. They
sold Hamilton Prairie to Iowa Natural
Heritage Foundation (INHF), donating
a portion of the land’s value, in 2008.
It is now owned and managed by Jones
County Conservation Board. They
donated their portion of the fen to
INHF in 2017 and established a fund to
support its future stewardship.
Ray, a founding member of the
Iowa Prairie Network and past
board member of Jackson County
Conservation Board, has also met
with countless landowners to
learn more about their land and
share opportunities to protect the
overlooked gems tucked into their own
hills, valleys and hard-to-reach ridges.
“Everyone is
interested in learning
about whether they have
something special on
their property,” he said.

“It’s something you can’t explain,”
Ray said as he reflected on his passion
for Iowa’s prairie. “It’s built into me.
I think there must be some intrinsic
internal drivers in each one of us. It’s
just a matter of opening that up and
letting it flow.”
Today, waves of wildflowers greet
visitors to Codfish Hollow Hill Prairie,
the blooms spilling out over the hills.
It’s a different kind of effect than the
one Ray and Patti first experienced
all those years ago, but one that is
equally – if not more – magical.
“I take that drive around the edge
slowly, just taking in the wonder and
the beauty of the whole thing,” Ray
said. “It’s hard to believe there was
a time when you couldn’t see one
prairie hilltop from another. Now, it’s
a continuous community. It’s a feeling
that’s hard to explain.”

Patti and Ray Hamilton have
spent the last 35 years restoring
native prairie at Codfish Hollow
Hill Prairie in Jackson County.

A calling

This year, Ray
and Patti decided to
permanently protect
Codfish Hollow Hill
Prairie, donating a
conservation easement,
a popular protection
method that allows
a landowner to
permanently protect
their land's special
features while retaining
private ownership and
use, to INHF.
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These people are working to take trails from dreams to reality
BY J O E JAYJAC K

Communications Director | jjayjack@inhf.org

Trails are connectors.
Trails connect people to nature, to attractions
and to each other. Trails connect wildlife with
habitat and corridors for migration. Trails
connect communities with better public health
and economic development opportunities.
For small-town Iowa, those connections are
more important than ever.
“INHF has had the opportunity to help with
trail projects all over Iowa,” said INHF Trails
and Greenways Director Andrea Boulton. “The
biggest hurdle is almost always money. But the
thing that all successful trail projects have in
common is a group of determined people that
want to improve their community.”

Iowas River’s Edge Trail will run 34 miles from Steamboat
Rock to Marshalltown along the Iowa River corridor.
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Iowa River’s Edge Trail, Eldora

Chris Weiting doesn’t consider himself a
cyclist. “I’m more of a runner than anything.”
But he knows the trail that will connect his
hometown of Eldora with six other central
Iowa towns is about much more than bikes.
“For me it’s really community driven.
Seeing my community become a better place,”
Weiting said. “Rural Iowa still has a lot to offer
in terms of raising a family and building a
business. The community element of a small
town can’t be duplicated. Now we can add
another element.”
Once complete, the Iowa River’s Edge
Trail (formerly known as the Iowa River
Trail) will run 34 miles from Steamboat
Rock to Marshalltown through the Iowa
River Greenbelt. INHF has been assisting
with strategic planning, fundraising, land
purchases and grant writing throughout the
years-long trail project.
Three miles of trail have been paved from
the trailhead in Marshalltown. Another mile
has been paved from the opposite trailhead
in Steamboat Rock, with plans to pave the
remaining four miles to connect with Eldora
in 2020.
“We have a lot of great recreation
opportunities in Hardin County. This was
a giant added bonus to connect those
entities. The River’s Edge Trail becomes that
connection to take people from community to
community and showcase everything along
the route,” Weiting said.
Weiting, who grew up in Eldora, lived in
Kansas City for many years before moving
back 12 years ago. He said when he was in
school, most kids came from farm families or
had parents with manufacturing jobs.

“Today, with family farm consolidation as
well as manufacturing jobs that have gone
away, small towns — that future is really
uncertain,” he said. “This trail is the next step
to making sure that our community doesn’t
continue to shrink.”
In addition to attracting people to live and
work in the communities along its route, the
Iowa River’s Edge Trail, which is along the
proposed route for the cross-country Great
American Rail Trail, has the potential to
become a major tourist destination.
“It doesn’t happen overnight. We’re going
to build something long-lasting that attracts
people to our area,” Weiting said.

Admiral Trail, Farragut

In contrast to many rural communities
in Iowa, the small southwest Iowa town of
Farragut is experiencing growth. A local
couple recently bought the shuttered high
school and turned it into apartments, creating
affordable living spaces in the town of 485.

“It will provide a safe
place for people to go
and enjoy nature”
– J EFF MCQUEEN

“If we’ve got young people coming into
the community, we need a good trail that
can be used year-round so kids aren’t always
riding on the streets and sidewalks,” said
Jeff McQueen, who chairs the committee
working to build the 7.3-mile Admiral Trail
to connect Farragut with Shenandoah.
McQueen, who lives in nearby Riverton,
has been part of the trail-building effort
since 2012. He also notes that the trail would
create a safer and shorter route for cyclists
to connect with the 63-mile Wabash Trace
Nature Trail in Shenandoah.
Forty people attended their first annual
walk, nearly 10 percent of the town’s
population. “There is a lot of enthusiasm
for this trail,” Boulton said. “People like Jeff
know what a project like this can mean to
their community, and they’re working hard to
make it happen.”

Jeff McQueen chairs the committee
working to build the Admiral Trail from
Farragut to Shenandoah.

INHF helped write a grant for the purchase
of the abandoned railroad from Burlington
Northern-Santa Fe, and briefly held the land
before transferring it to the city of Farragut in
2017. Community members can often be seen
walking the grassy path that leads northeast
out of town. The goal is to begin with a crushed
rock trail and eventually pave it to make it more
accessible year-round.
“I had no idea how hard it is for a small
community to raise the funds for a trail like
this,” McQueen said. “We did a search for the
engineering firm. The one thing we asked first was
if it would be possible to complete by 2020. They
all said yes, but the money is not there. There are
so many communities going after the funding.”
They are also competing for the attention of
contractors in southwest Iowa, which was hit
hard by flooding in 2019. McQueen hopes they
can begin work on paving in July or August. In
the meantime, they will continue fundraising.
“It will provide a safe place for people to go and
enjoy nature,” McQueen said. “I think it’s going
to bring more people into Farragut, and I think
you’re going to see a lot of people use the trail.”
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Grant Park Trail, Auburn

A trailhead with nature-inspired public
art, two bridges that span the north fork of
the Raccoon River, a butterfly sanctuary and a
wooded county park offering camping, fishing
and wildlife viewing opportunities. All of that
packed into a mile-and-a-half will make the
town of Auburn’s Grant Park Trail one of the
most scenic community trails in Iowa.
Jane Barto grew up in Auburn. She lived
and worked in Des Moines for years before
returning to her hometown pre-retirement.
She has been working to make the Grant
Park Trail happen as a member of the Auburn
City Council and Auburn Hometown Pride, a
program of Keep Iowa Beautiful.
“I think the trail will be a huge statement
that a small number of people with limited
resources can do great things. It will show
Auburn is a vibrant community that cares
about the people that live here.” Barto said. “It
sends a huge message to all those people that
just drive through Auburn and never think
twice about it. People notice.”
Trail supporters have gotten creative,
holding fundraisers ranging from a sunflower
growing contest to a bingo night, raising more
than $300,000; about half of what will be
needed to complete the trail. The project also
received a $30,000 grant from the Resource
Enhancement and Protection (REAP) program.

Three-quarters of a mile of concrete
trail have already been paved going out of
the north end of town. Yet to be completed
are brickwork and art at the trailhead, the
butterfly sanctuary in Grant City Cemetery,
earthwork to manage the significant elevation
changes and the remaining paving. The
committee is aiming to complete the project
in 2020, pending fundraising.

“It changes the attitude
of who we are as a
community, starting
with ourselves.”
– JA NE BA RTO

The northwest Iowa town of 322 people is in
a situation similar to many rural communities:
it lost both its public and parochial schools
along with many of its main street businesses.
Barto thinks this trail project will provide more
than a place for people to get outside.
“You can feel the attitude changing from
‘We’re never going to get this done. It’s too
expensive,’” Barto said. “Now you hear people
talking about other projects, the next one we’re
going to do. It changes the attitude of who we
are as a community, starting with ourselves.”
The first half of the Grant Park Trail in Auburn was
paved in 2019, with the goal of finishing later this year.

GOING HOME
BY MI KAYL A MORRI S
Communications Intern | comminternmikayla@inhf.org

I

n Palo Alto County, there stands a sign
with a quote by John Muir that reads:
“Going to the woods is going home.” It
was placed on eight acres of woodland, just
east of Lost Island Lake, in honor of Robert
and Wanda Jacobson — parents, educators
and outdoor enthusiasts.
Robert and Wanda both grew up in rural
Iowa, each developing a lasting love for
nature. Robert, in particular, had a deep
respect and appreciation for the outdoors
influenced by his experience growing up poor
during the depression when fish and game fed
the family. He always sought to understand
how nature worked.

“Dad was the most ‘at
home in nature’ person
I’ve ever known.”
– TOM JACOB SON,
ROB ERT AND WANDA’S SON

“Dad was the most ‘at home in nature’ person
I’ve ever known,” said Robert and Wanda’s son,
Tom Jacobson. “He had an enduring love for
wild things and admired how they lived and
survived though our Iowa winters.”
Robert and Wanda met through teaching.
Both shared their love of nature with their
students, organizing field trips that would
engage their students with the wonders of the
natural world. They passed down their love
of nature to their children Tom, Cindi, Cheryl
and Sondra.
“We all remember stopping on county roads
to watch pheasants, ducks, geese, muskrat
or other wildlife as Dad described what we
were looking at with an awe,” said Robert and
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Wanda’s daughter,
Cheryl Lyon. “That
love rubbed off on all
of us.”
Cheryl recounted
the numerous trips
the family went on to
enjoy time outdoors.
That was until Robert
and Wanda built
a house on their
property in Palo
Alto County, which
included a muchloved eight-acre woodland, their own little
nature oasis.
When their children inherited this land,
they decided to permanently protect the place
that meant so much to their parents. Tom,
an Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation (INHF)
member, and his siblings reached out to INHF
to learn more about their options.
“This was Robert’s feel-good space,” INHF
Donor Relations Director Abby Hade Terpstra
said. “He saw these eight acres as a place for
wildlife woven into the agricultural landscape.”
The Jacobson children decided to donate
the land to INHF, ensuring it will always be a
place for nature.
“When we were recently in Ruthven, a
passerby asked what we planned to do with the
wooded land,” Cheryl said. “When we shared
it had been donated to INHF to be kept as
wildlife habitat, he expressed his gratitude and
mentioned he’d seen four wild turkey come
out of the woods that morning. That is the best
tribute we could imagine for Mom and Dad.”

Robert and Wanda Jacobson
shared a passion for wildlife
and wild places.

Jacobson
Palo Alto County

LAND: 8 acres of
woodland and wildlife
habitat
SPECIAL FEATURES:
Located in proximity to
Lost Island Lake
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ART INSPIRES
INSPIRES ART

NATURE
BY B RI ANNE SANCHEZ, Special to INHF

T

here is a sacred space in Iowa where
— for more than 2,000 years —
people have come to contemplate
the confluence of river, sky, woodlands and
vistas along the limestone bluffs. Here in
the Driftless Region, perched at Fire Point
overlook, it is easy to imagine the Mississippi
River Valley as it once appeared to the
ancestors of the many tribal nations who still
visit this site in ceremony.
“What human doesn’t walk up to the edge
and catch their breath because of the beauty
of it?” said Jessica Pope, chief of interpretation
and resource education at Effigy Mounds
National Monument.
Creating has always been a way of honoring
this place. The Effigy Moundbuilders’ conical,
bear and bird-shaped mounds have survived
millennia, inspiring generations.
A recent art exhibition installed at the
Monument’s visitor center — “Reimagining
Iowa: 5 Ioway Artists” — has contributed to
renewed conversation about the role tribal
voices play in telling the stories about the
cultural significance of the land, and the
relationship between people and natural spaces.
Those who stopped by the visitor center
this past fall had the opportunity to encounter
Fire Point by brushstroke. In his painting,
“Mowotanani,” Lance M. Foster (Irogre) depicts
a man — an ancestor — experiencing this
incredible vista at sunrise. The sky is a blaze of
orange, with symbols of life-sustaining spirits
tattooed above the cloud line.
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“The good thing about art is that it can
inspire and help people think about things
differently without talking down to them,” said
Foster, who serves as tribal historic preservation
officer for the Ioway, and has a background in
anthropology and landscape architecture.
Foster’s artist statement that accompanies
“Mowotanani” speaks to his ancestors’, and
his own, ties to this place, which remains a
space of reflection, grounding and a source of
spiritual power for tribal nations that extends
through generations.
Some people see unchanged land and call it
“wild” or “wilderness.” There is no word for “wild”
in our native language, but there is a word in
our tribal language for the land the way it was

Mowotanani by L Lance
M. Foster (Iowa Tribe of
Kansas and Nebraska),
left
ReWilding “Seed Bomb”
Machine by Sydney
Pursel (below)
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Adawe Ho! by Lance
M. Foster (Iowa Tribe of
Kansas and Nebraska)

originally made by the Creator: Mowotanani.
It is the land functioning as it was supposed to
function. People trusted the land because they were
part of it and it was part of them, and the seasons
followed a pattern, as did life. It
was reliable and thus trustworthy.
“It’s really exciting; I hope
it’s the beginning of many
cultural exchanges,” Pope said.
“Ultimately, the vision for this
visitor center is to turn it into a
cultural center. To create space
for tribal members to share
their culture and their story.”
The artwork was
commissioned as part of a
Community Art Gathering
Grant from the BeWildReWild
Fund, which is administered
by Iowa Natural Heritage
– A
 B BY H A D E T E R PST R A ,
DON OR RE LAT IO N S D I R E C TO R Foundation (INHF). Conceived
through a gift from Roger

“INHF is a place
of steadiness that
works across a
wide range of
conservation
ideas. Roger’s
BeWildReWild
philosophy has
its place on that
spectrum”
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“Ross” Gipple, an entrepreneur, landowner and
longtime INHF supporter, the fund supports the
artistic exploration of three questions core to
the BeWildReWild movement:
•
•
•

What do you/we mean by wild?
What changes are needed for us to live
within the bounds of sustainability?
How can we create a wilder, more
beautiful, more biologically diverse,
and a more enduring Mississippi River
Watershed?

Gipple’s own pondering of these questions
goes back to 2004 when he established the
Agrestal Fund at INHF, which encouraged
statewide conversations and art projects around
biodiversity in the cornbelt. The BeWildReWild
Fund builds upon those relationships and ideas
and involves a new generation.
“I think I would say the main theme
we’re trying to honor is trusting wildness,”

said Gipple, who espouses the deep ecology
belief that all life has value, separate from its
usefulness to humans. For him, the key to
rewilding requires humans to overcome innate
fears of surrendering control and of never
having enough.
“A lot of what we’re doing, we’re doing
from fear,” Gipple said. “If we can get over
these fears, we can create a more enduring
Mississippi River Watershed.”
Gipple is a man of conviction who is
comfortable with his own contradictions.
He has made his living through agriculturerelated businesses. Proceeds from some of his
conventionally farmed properties fund the
BeWildReWild project. Gipple is leveraging
those profits to invite more people to join in
the rewilding cause.
For a man who spent his life in sales, he
sees art as a way to garner attention for the
wildness his movement believes is good and
true, viewing both nature and art as “local,
authentic and free” expressions.
“Roger is a true philosopher and has a really
dedicated vision,” said Abby Hade Terpstra,
INHF donor relations director.
Together, the two navigated the details
of a partnership that could celebrate the
intersection of art and nature. Shared goals of
strengthening river corridors and protecting
contiguous pieces of land that allow for water
and wildlife to move created a language
of commonality between the independent
grassroots group and INHF.
“I’m really happy with where we ended
up,” Terpstra said. “INHF is a place of
steadiness that works across a wide range of
conservation ideas. Roger’s BeWildReWild
philosophy has its place on that spectrum,
and the BeWildReWild fund helps explore and
encourage important conversations.”
For Missouri-based artist Sydney Pursel,
whose seed bomb dispenser artwork was
featured in the Ioway exhibition, exposure to
the BeWildReWild concepts and engagement
with the group’s Facebook page inspired her
to consider her own relationship to the land
in new ways. “I am really passionate about
making art that’s proactive in some way,” she

said. “I think that it’s valid for art to bring up
social issues, but I’m trying to go a step further
in my art by finding solutions to create change.”
Although Pursel’s heritage always factors
into her work, being part of an all-Ioway
exhibition for the first time — alongside her
father, Phillip — had an added benefit of
strengthening tribal ties.
“It’s just been a really fun experience,” she
said. “The interest that it has provoked has
been really surprising. I knew we were going
to put up some art in a visitor center at Effigy
Mounds, but I’ve been surprised by the reach
that it has had.”
In rewilding, the impact doesn’t end with
individual impressions, or even engagement in
ecological ideas. It all comes back to the land.
Nitin Gadia’s BeWildReWild funded project
– a large digital map of the entire Mississippi
River Watershed – allows people to see what
[rewilding] would look like. By turning layers
on and off the user can see the natural land
and wildlife corridors now, and then the ideal
future if rewilding is accomplished.
“We’re mapping how the world would look
if it were saved,” he said.

In 2019, the
BeWildRewild Fund,
an independent fund
administered by
INHF, supported over
a dozen projects.
These projects
included a Meskwaki
natural traditions
workshops, digital
mapping of the Iowa
River Corridor, bardic
poetry, a children’s
book, the Ioway artists
exhibition at Effigy
Mounds National
Monument, and
established a website,
BeWildReWild.org,
where you can find a
list of fund-supported
projects, event dates
and discussions
relating to this
philosophy.

ReWilding
Concept
Piece
by Kayla
WhiteKnife
Kent (Iowa
Tribe of
Kansas and
Nebraska)
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LOOKING OUT FOR IOWA

GET OUTDOORS

LEAVIN G A L EGACY

Find more Iowa places to explore at www.inhf.org/blog

Chris Desjardins, a Pella Corporation engineer and passionate
renewable energy advocate, passed away suddenly in 2009.
Desjardins left a generous gift from an insurance policy to the
Iowa Department of Natural Resources (DNR) for the creation of
renewable energy projects.
Desjardins’ bequest has established several renewable energy
projects including solar electricity and thermal heating panels for
building and cabin rooftops, small wind turbines and solar-powered
security lights and educational kiosks at state parks across Iowa.
The Desjardins family established a complementary fund at
Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation (INHF), Share the Land, to offer
renewable energy project assistance to County Conservation Boards.
Chris’ legacy through INHF has found a home with Hamilton
County Conservation (HCCB). Little Wall Lake Park, a popular
campground near Jewell, is Iowa’s first county park to be 100% solar
powered. An information kiosk installed near the array explains
how the solar panels work.
“We are very proud to have Chris’ legacy and ideology of
renewable energy right here in Hamilton County,” HCCB Director
Brian Lammers said. “We are grateful for this gift and will continue
to help educate others on renewable energy ideas for the future in
protection of our natural resources.”
— AB BY H A D E T E RP ST R A ,

Leave a legacy of clean water,
healthy soil and beautiful
outdoor places for future
generations.
To see how including INHF in your will or trust
can help make your vision for Iowa a reality,
contact Abby Hade Terpstra at
aterpstra@inhf.org or 515-288-1846, ext 15.

Donor relations director

TR I B UTE GI F TS
IN HONOR OF
Mark Ackelson
Carrie Buzzoni
Richard A. Frank
The Garst Family
Bonnie Jenison
Dennis Lalk
Rory Martinson
Anita O’Gara
John D. Peterson
Richard & Carolyn
Ramsay
Sisters of St. Francis
Dubuque
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Roger Thompson
Wendy Ware & Gene Warren
Donald Wegmann
JoAnne and Mark Wilkins
IN MEMORY OF
Dorothy Apgar
Alberta Benda Brosnahan
Erica Berrier
Larry Beving
Buster Brooks
Mary Brosnahan Terpstra
Jackie Brown
Joe Countryman
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Sen. Dick Dearden
J. Richard Sampel
Harlan “Huck” Frakes
Rick W. Frye
Walt Githens
Aunt Rene-Godmother
GMHR HRCH Mountain’s
Beggar MH
GMHR HRCH Mountain’s Top
Wooden Nickel MH
GMHR HRCH Mountain’s Top
Watermarks Woody MH
Steven Hathaway
Richard Hoppin
Robert E. Kelley

Bill Knoepfler
Betty Jean Lingren
Bill Madison
Donald Madsen
Donald R. Mathews
Chuck McLaughlin
Sandra Miller Sohr
Ila Misbach Morse
Joseph Alfred Moore
James Nelson
John “Jack” Nothnagle
Betty Patterson
Lloyd Peterson
Rob Roman

Laurel J. Russell
Jerry Samuelson
Cole E. Schneider
Kenneth C. Schutz
Rick Sigler
Harold Steinfeldt
John Strain
Jane Swanson
Larry Swift
Mike Trettin
Dorothy Votroubek

IOWA ON SKIS

BY MI KAYL A MORRI S
Communications Intern | comminternmikayla@inhf.org

While places to cut through fresh powder
are hard to come by in Iowa, what the state
lacks in incline it more than makes up for
in miles of cross-country ski trails. Take full
advantage of Iowa state and county parks,
trails and preserves — many of which offer a
mix of groomed and un-groomed trails — this
winter, get some exercise and enjoy Iowa’s
outdoors while cross-country skiing.
Before hitting the trail, be sure to layer up.
Cross-country skiing is an aerobic activity, and
it’s easy to overheat, even in cold conditions.
Wear a moisture-wicking base layer, a
lightweight top (fleece is a good option), tights
or athletic pants, and a waterproof top layer.
Take a pack and be sure to bring extra clothing,
sunscreen, sunglasses, tissues, lip balm, water,
snacks, your cell phone and a trail map. Don’t
forget to stretch, and let someone know where
you’re going and when you expect to be back
before heading out.

Gear, including skis, boots, poles, glide wax,
whistles and signaling mirrors, can be bought
or rented from local outfitters and recreation
centers, which provide equipment based off
weight, height and shoe size. After gearing up,
take some time to talk with an expert about trail
etiquette, snow conditions and trails that may
be well suited to your abilities.
When skiing, beginners, try to create a “V”
with the skis. For uphill, the back of the skis
should be angled inward to form the “V”, but for
downhill the front of the skis should be angled.
Start on an easy slope to practice the technique
and go at your own pace. Advanced skiers, try a
new hill or tougher skiing conditions.
After the fun, be sure to stretch, change
into warm clothes, drink water and revel in the
rewards of a day spent outdoors.

PRO-TIP:
Visit
mycountyparks.com
or your county
conservation agency
for naturalist-led
experiences well
suited to beginners
and families.
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Bison graze in the evening light at Neal Smith National Wildlife Refuge near Prairie City, Iowa. INHF has helped
protect 1,088 acres in or around the 5,000+ acre preserve. Photo by Kristie Burns

